
It has been quite a year!

As we head into a much-needed Christmas holiday 
break, may I take this opportunity to reflect on the year 
gone by and thank everyone for all their efforts in 2020.

At Neighbourhood Support we have a phrase” Reach 
out, Look out, Help out” The Covid 19 pandemic has 
seen neighbours all over NZ do just that. Our partners NZ Police, Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Otago and Fire & Emergency NZ have been key in all 
of that.

During lockdown (and since) Otago Neighbourhood Support members went 
the extra mile, distributing current information to those in their area, reaching 
out for updates, and sending information back into us for action. You found 
new and novel ways to celebrate community – from a distance, sorted grocery 
deliveries and ensured the people around you were ok, and more. Thank you 
for the feedback you gave us and your hard work. At a time of anxiety and 
uncertainty you kept calm and carried on! 

I have been in this role for 9 months; it began shortly after lock down! Zoom 
meetings became the norm and helped me stay connected and up to speed. 
Thank you to all our community partners for their generosity in sharing infor-
mation and for their support. 

To the Otago Neighbourhood Support Charitable Trust Board, thank you for 
your work behind the scenes, your support, encouragement and understanding 
as we all came to grips with a new way of working. Special thanks to the 
previous Regional Coordinator (now Trust member) Lois Scott-Muir who has 
selflessly given her time and expertise to us this year as I transitioned in to the 
Regional Coordinator’s role.

We greatly value and appreciate The Dunedin City Council and their Community 
Development team, for their advice and support. Our Taieri based “Encouraging 
Safety Project” (in partnership with the Saddle Hill Foundation Trust) is funded 
by the DCC Place Based Fund. Taieri Coordinator (Jacqui Hyde) is a key member 
of our team. Jacqui is based at The Mosgiel Police Station (enabling it to stay 
open longer) and has had a full year responding to community needs across 
the Taieri.

Thanks to the teams at Dunedin North and Mosgiel Police Stations, who provide 
us with office space and support.

To offer the staffing and level of service we do, ONS is dependent on grants. 
We were privileged to be able to purchase our new Trust vehicle, thanks to 
generous grants. Our funders and their various advisors have been amazing. 
Times have been tough in the funding sector but in the crisis, more funds 
appeared, and advisors reached out to help, we cannot thank you enough for 
your support.

Yes, there have been many challenges this year, but they have provided op-
portunities. We have been privileged to work alongside committed community 
focused individuals and organizations, government, and non-government, 
simply too many to mention. Our heartfelt thanks to you all, we look forward 
to partnering with you again in 2021.

From all of us at Otago Neighbourhood Support, we wish you a happy and 
safe Christmas break, special times with family and friends and may you enjoy 
a well-earned rest.
We look forward to what 2021 will bring!     Joy Davis, Regional Coordinator
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From the Otago District
Representative

As I write this report, we are only 39 
days away from Christmas.

I have been busy this month out 
and about in the District catch-
ing up with groups throughout 
the Otago Region and discussing the possibility of new 
groups starting up in Queenstown and Roxburgh and In-
vercargill.

Christmas is a great time to reconnect with your Neigh-
bours whether it is an afternoon tea, street BBQ, potluck 
tea and it is also a good chance to update your contacts. 

Some useful tips to keep your property safe if you are 
away over the holiday break;
• Tell your neighbours if you are going away so that they
   can keep an eye on your property and report anything  
   suspicious.
• Get someone to mow your lawns
• Have someone hang their washing on your clothesline
• Get your neighbour to park their car in your driveway.
• Make sure you suspend your paper, and someone clears
   your letter box.

All these things make your place looked lived in and are 
not an advertisement that there is no one at home. 

If you see anything suspicious or of concern ring the Police 
111 if it is an emergency and 105 if you are wanting to 
report something that has already happened.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe and 
Happy New Year and remember to be kind to one another.  
I look forward to some exciting projects planned for 2021.

Jacqui Hyde

District Representative

Alexandra - 15 June 2020
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Senior Constable Brendan Thomson
North Dunedin Community Constable

Another year is nearly over, and we can turn our 
thoughts towards the festive season. Its been very chal-
lenging for most if not all families, some of whom will 
still be struggling with the effects of Covid19 on em-
ployment and home schooling.

As we get closer to Christmas some will be planning for 
office parties and social occasions with friends which 
can often lead to the excess consumption of alcohol. 
Have a plan in place prior to attending any event for 
getting home and if in doubt about how much you 
have had to drink, just don’t drive.

Knowing your neighbours over this period can really 
pay dividends if you are heading away on holiday. Make 
no mistake, no matter what area of town you live in, 
thieves and burglars are about and looking for the op-
portunity to take from you.

My advice is not leave anything lying around outside 
that you are not prepared to have taken. Sad but true.

To counter this, Police and their partner agencies such 
as Neighbourhood Support, Community Patrols and 
Campus Watch to name a few, are on the look out for 
this type of activity but we need your help and support.

Looking after a neighbouring property cannot be un-
derestimated. Mowing a lawn, parking your car in their 
driveway, clearing mail can give the impression not only 
that someone is home, but the address is being cared 
for. The effects of burglary on a family can be devastat-
ing and long lasting so we all need to take positive steps 
to prevent this from happening as best we can.

You can guarantee an increase of Police on our roads 
during the festive season so leave in plenty of time if 
you are travelling away, be patient and take a break if 
the trip is long of the roads congested.

That’s all from me. Be safe on our roads and look after 
each other.

Senior Constable
Brendan Thomson



NSNZ Board Chair

Warmest greetings to our Otago Neighbourhood Sup-
porters!

As the festive season edges nearer by the minute, I’d like 
to take a moment to reflect on the efforts of your team 
and wider membership networks, acknowledging the 
dedication, kindness and hard work you have demon-
strated in encouraging each other throughout this roller 
coaster of a year.

Special mention to Joy, Jacqui and Lois for their endless 
energy, enthusiasm and passion in continuing to con-
nect and network with like minded organisations to 
achieve great outcomes for local community.

The sense of summer lifts our spirits and provides op-
portunity for outdoor activities, a great time to plan that 
pre-Christmas celebration within your own street or 
community to strengthen relationships and look out for 
each other throughout the holiday season.  

Your ONS team have some top holiday tips for you to 
share with each other so that everyone can enjoy  re-
laxing and stress free festivities. 

On behalf of my Board, I thank you for your ongoing 
efforts in taking the time to promote Neighbourhood 
Support continuing to Reach Out, Look Out and Help 
Out within your own streets and neighbourhoods!

Meri Kirihimete
Louise Grevel
NSNZ Board Chair
 

Many people are discovering that Mosgiel-Taieri is a great 
place to live, as a result increasing numbers of people are 
choosing to live here.

Outram township has two new sub divisions being 
developed and so Jacqui Hyde Co-ordinator for The 
Encouraging Safety Project organised a get together for 
the local residents.  Hosted by the Taieri Lions at the Out-
ram Rugby Club with guest speakers Constable Allan 
Lynch From Middlemarch, Paul Allen from Otago Civil 
Defence Emergency Management and Joy Davis from 
Otago Neighbourhood Support.

This was a great opportunity for neighbours to connect 
and pick up some useful tips and resources relating to 
how to prepare for an emergency, who to contact for 
any community concerns  and the benefits of belong-
ing to Neighbourhood Support. Those who attended 
had a number of questions and enjoyed catching up 
over supper.

The Encouraging Safety Project  funded by the Dunedin 
City Council Place Based Funding Grant, responds to 
community needs and promotes connected, safe and 
resilient communities.

For more information contact Mosgiel Taieri Co-ordinator 
Jacqui Hyde on 021 166 0924 

Neighbourhood Support Port Chalmers

Jude Newton and the team out in Port Chalmers continue 
to be active.

Jude tells us that: “During level 4 Lockdown the communi-
ty was very fortunate in getting left over food from Kiwi-
harvest.   This would normally have been distributed to 
the Food Share people but couldn’t during this time.  A 
resident, Dan Mulvey works for them, and he brought it 
out, dropped off at our place, we then placed at the top 
of our drive and I emailed the community to come and 
help themselves.   We are very grateful to Kiwiharvest 
and Dan.  The people who benefited from this have given 
donations to Kiwiharvest”.
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OUT AND ABOUT



New Defibrillator, Port Chalmers.

Left to right, Neville Carey, Chas Tanner, Murray Harwood, 
Jude Newton.

Funding came from West Harbour Community Bd, William-
son family, Port Chalmers Lions, Supporters and members of 
Purakaunui Amenities Soc Inc.

If you are interested in becoming a Neighbourhood Sup-
port member contact Joy Davis at neighbourhoodsupport@
gmail.com.

Greater Green Island Get Together

Paul Allen from Civil Defence at Port Chalmers Market

Otago Neighbourhood Support AGM Tues-
day 13 October 2020

Otago Neighbourhood Support is fortunate to have 
dedicated Trustees from a variety of backgrounds .  This 
year Paul Allen from Emergency Management Otago 
has joined our Board.  We welcome Paul and the skills 
and experience he brings.  

Our Guest Speaker was Chris Haig from Victim Support 
(one of our partners)  Chris gave an in-depth and mov-
ing talk on Victim Support and their role in the com-
munity. They offer emotional support, practical support 
and financial support to victims through grants. Victim 
Support also provide Court support and advocacy for 
victims’ rights.Chris outlined their involvement in the 
support of victims of the Mass shooting in Christchurch. 
This has been intensive and ongoing. 100 volunteers in-
volved, with Dunedin providing volunteers.

There were no other changes, Pat Tutty has remained 
as our Chair, with Paul Hooper as deputy and Andrew 
Borthwick continuing as Treasurer. We are fortunate for 
the time and expertise that Andrew so willing gives to 
the organisation.  Our grateful thanks to the Board for 
their commitment to Otago Neighbourhood Support.

Left to right:  Back row: Paul Allen, Colin Lind, Andrew 
Borthwick, Andy Redfearn, Senior Constable Brendan 
Thomson, Regional Co-ordinator Joy Davis, Chair Pat 
Tutty, Marie Sutherland and Lois Scott-Muir. 
(Absent Paul Hooper)
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Neighbourhood Support Good Sort – Alistair 
Finnie Mosgiel

Alistair has been a member of Otago Neighbourhood Sup-
port for the past 5 years. He joined because he believes it is 
good to know there is always some there.

He is a street contact and is always active, looking out for 
his neighbours and helping out where he can,and deliver-
ing hard copies of the newsletter to those in his street who 
do not have email. There are 50 homes in Alistair’s area and 

increasing, due to the strong growth in the town.

Alistair can always be relied upon to attend trainings, sup-
port community events and is a valued member of the 
Mosgiel Taieri Emergency Response team. In all situations 
he helps in any way he can, from filling sandbags to provid-
ing transport and everything in between.

“Being a member of Neighbourhood Support is a way for 
everyone to connect with their neighbours, particularly in 
times of emergency when the stronger can support the 
more vulnerable” - Alistair Finnie.

We agree! Thanks for your ongoing great work and support 
Alistair!!
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Amana Christian School 
pupils enjoying the
benefits of their Buddy 
Bench a joint initiative with
Neighbourhood Support 
and Bunnings



Looking Ahead

• Neighbourhood Support Office opens
  on 18th January 2020

• Whanau Fun Day at Marlow Park
  Saturday 23rd January 11am til 2pm

• National Executive visit our area
  from 17th til 19th February 2020

• Host Dunedin Community Builders in Mosgiel
  22 February 2021

• South Dunedin Hui Wednesday
  24th February at 5pm

Thank you for all your efforts this year and May the holiday 
season end the present year on a cheerful note and make 
way for a fresh and bright New Year. Merry Christmas to 
you and your family!

Joy & Jacqui

Creating safe, resilient and connected communities.

Jacqui Hyde
Mosgiel - Taieri Coordinator

M:  021 166 09 24
E: jacqueline. hy de@police. govt.n z

Joy Davis
Regional Coordinator

M:  02 7 476 6047   P: 03 456 0857
E: neighbourhoodsupport@gmail. com

Neighbourhood Support is
always FREE to join!

There’s many ways to get involved
and support the work that we do!

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST
TO JOIN NEIGHBOURHOOD
SUPPORT?

HOW DO I GET
INVOLVED?

To learn more visit:
www.neighbourhoodsupport.co.nz
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