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Season’s Greetings! 

The festive season has arrived: the Santa parade is over for another year; the shops are 

festooned with decorations and are becoming increasingly busy with many people racking 

their brains for what to give their nearest and dearest to mark the occasion. Working in 

retail, I have noticed the tempo of work picking up and having to reorder products from 

suppliers at shorter intervals. If only I had a crystal ball that worked, I would more 

accurately predict the actual volume of products needed…  

While the holiday season brings its festivities, it also heralds a time when we need to take 

special care to protect ourselves and our property. The latest local crime report shows we 

need to be more careful and vigilant. Christmas always brings its own brand of stress both 

family and community. So I implore you all to be more patient and understanding – let other 

drivers in when the traffic volumes are high, take a deep breath when pressures are highest 

etc. Try to keep things in perspective. 

 

Message from Marty 

 

Hi Residents of Neighbourhood Support Waimea,  
 

Well this is the last Newsletter for 2019; how fast has this year gone?  
 



I hope you are all looking forward to having a break over Christmas and that you have some 
family to celebrate the festive season with. I know I am keen to have a break and relax; it’s 
been a very busy year for us all at Neighbourhood Support Waimea and my committee have 
done an outstanding job this year. Our chairman Ian Diamond, Treasurer David Bartle, 
Secretary who is now left us but did a great job Mike Gill and our Fundraiser/Newsletter 
Editor Glenys Della Bosca have worked very hard on our committee and I really appreciate 
them for that.  
 
I always like to mention about keeping yourself and your property safe and from the crime 
stats that we receive at present from our awesome Police Constable Sheree, there is a trend 
with vehicle break-ins or the fact that a lot of cars are left unlocked; the usual offender does 
not care about you so please do not give them the chance to take your property. Lock the 
cars and remove valuables. But most of all please report crime, whether it’s a day later or 
not; 111 if it’s happening at the time or 105 if it’s after - but please do report it. This keeps 
our Police here and we need them for our community.  
 
Anyway I just also would like to thank Senior Sergeant Marty Tunley & watch-house staff 
Jody Barker for your continued support whilst I am working at the station. And of course, all 
the funders and sponsors that continue to believe in our purpose in the community; together 
we can make our community safer. 
 

Slaintse & Merry Xmas  
 

Marty  

 

Corrections to November Newsletter 

• The next Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 3rd December. 

• Nelson and Marlborough Neighbourhood Support have only agreed to merge. The 
process has not yet started. 

 
Latest Crime Alerts 



 

 

Safety in the Festive Season 

We hate to be the fun police, but although the Christmas holidays are the time to relax and celebrate, 
it’s also the time of the year when accidents and injuries can increase dramatically. With this, don’t let 
this Christmas holiday turn into a nightmare, and follow these useful tips below for a disaster-free 
holiday.  

1. Keep Your Christmas Tree Hazard-free 



Nothing kicks off the festive season like putting up a towering, grandly-decorated, sparkling Christmas 
tree. It marks everything that’s magical about the season, but whether you’ve picked up a real or 
artificial tree, they can pose a significant fire hazard in the home. Remember to double check your 
lights to make sure they conform to Australian standards, don’t overload your power outlets with 
adaptors or power boards, and keep it away from heat sources such as fireplaces or heaters and 
candles. And just to be on the safe side, turn off the lights each night before you head to bed, and if 
you’re heading away, consider unplugging them altogether.  

2. Exercise BBQ Safety 

Whether it’s for Christmas lunch, Boxing day, or any other day of the festive season, you’ll most likely 
find yourself dusting off the trusty BBQ and cooking up some snags in the sun. As such, don’t get 
caught out causing a BBQ-related fire and having to deal with a bigger blaze than you bargained for. 
Before the BBQ season, give your grill a good clean before, during, and after use, check all gas hoses 
for leaks, make sure your BBQ is set-up away from any flammable structures and always keep it 
supervised when cooking.  

3. Stay Alert On The Roads And Stop, Revive, Survive 

You’ll no doubt be heading off somewhere in the car over the Christmas break for a good ol’ 
summertime road trip. Sun in the sky, tunes on the radio, and hopefully some quiet kids in the 
backseat. But as the km’s begin to drag on, you might notice your attention waning, remember to 
stop, revive, survive. Before you get yourself into a mess, pull over, take a break, stretch out and get 
refreshed for the next leg. This, along with some generally safe driving, should ensure you get to 
where you’re going safely.  

4. Don’t Drink and Drive 

5. Protect Your House From Break-ins 

If ‘Home Alone’ taught us anything, it’s that burglars are just waiting for us to leave home for the 
holidays before ransacking the place. In truth, that’s not far from what happens at this time of the 
year. There is a notorious increase in home break-ins, so before you head off, consider having your 
mail held at the post office so it doesn’t pile up, let a trusted neighbour know your plans so they can 
be on the lookout, lock up your place securely, and maybe even leave a car in the driveway if you can, 
so it looks like someone is at home.  

6. Prepare for Bushfire Season 

With summer upon us and the threat of bushfires intensifying, there’s no time like the present to 
implement some simple yet highly effective life-saving precautions. It’s an unfortunate fact of life for 
large parts of Australia, that Christmas coincides with the bushfire season, so make sure your home is 
as prepared as it can be. Trim any branches that are hanging over your roof, reduce the amount of dry 
and dead fuel around your property, slash and mow the grass, and store any combustible materials 
well away from your house in a shed or outbuilding.  

Pauline Morrissey 

Source: https://www.smithslawyers.com.au/post/6-ways-keep-safe-christmas-time 

https://www.smithslawyers.com.au/post/6-ways-keep-safe-christmas-time


This article, although taken from an Australian website rings just as true for us in NZ. It contains 
sensible advice so do take the time to read it. 

Just for a Laugh 

 

 

Well Christmas is a stressful time of year, but what could make it even worse is after buying your 

family and friends presents you find that they have all been stolen. 

New Zealand Police have shared some tips to Kiwis on how to keep your things safe and secure during 
the summer holidays so everyone can have a stress-free Christmas. 

"This time of year, is always busy and comes with a lot of added stress for everyone as we all join the 
mad dash up to Christmas," Sergeant Greg Wilson explains. 

"Sadly, it also comes with a few odious humans who given the slightest opportunity like to do their 
Christmas shopping at your house and from your car. We're asking that while you are at your busiest 
please don't forget the basics." 

l it’s not called the ‘silly season’ for no reason. This is the time of the year to let your hair down at the 
work Christmas party, down a few cold ones on Christmas Day, or get in some practice sessions for a 



big New Year’s Eve. Whatever the celebration, just make sure to have a plan B for getting home that 
night and also think before you drive the next day. If you went too hard, you still might be over the 
limit when you go to drive in the morning, so if you’re in doubt, just play it on the safe side.  

 

Tips on keeping you home and vehicle secure include: 

• Locking your doors and windows. 
• Leaving nothing of value visible from the roadside at home or on display in your vehicle. 
• Consider investing in an alarm system and/or sensor light. 
• Not advertising when you're away and publicly post a request for house sitters on social media. 
• Try to keep your letterbox clear and property maintained (best to get a house sitter or neighbour to 
help you while you're away) 
• Get to know your neighbours, they will be the ones calling Police if you're away 
• Take note of and report any suspicious behaviour and vehicles in your neighbourhood. 
• After Christmas don't advertise what's inside your house by putting the boxes or your new 
expensive presents out for roadside collection. 

Wilson recommends recording serial numbers on your product and register them on 
www.snap.org.nz to offer you peace of mind if a burglary occurs. The website can assist the police 
and your contents insurance claim and makes it easier to track your stolen property. 

"Finally, and perhaps most importantly. Stop, breathe and relax. It's Christmas." 

Source: https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12175396 

http://www.snap.org.nz/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12175396


 

Meeting Matters 

 

The final committee meeting for 2019 will be held at 7.30pm, in the Impressions Studio, access from 
Petrie Car Park off McGlashen Avenue. Street members are always welcomed to attend. 

 

 

Closing Comments 

From my perspective, 2019 has been a year of both triumphs and disappointments for the 
committee. We have achieved some recognition from the TDC in the form of a one-off grant – we 
hope they will recognise the value we represent to them and you. The campaign to win a notable 
annual grant will go on. We are also very grateful to our sponsors – Nelson Pine Industries (Gold 
Sponsors), Nelson Alarms and Tall Poppy Real Estate– (Silver Sponsors) and regular advertisers Angela 
Hosie Accounting and Simplicity Funerals.  

Currently we are also investigating how we can work together with our neighbouring groups for 
better results. This research requires careful investigation and we appreciate the work put in by our 



volunteers to examine the benefits and possible pitfalls closely before any definite decisions are 
made. 

I would like to also recognise the continued involvement of our Coordinator Marty Price who has 
been steadfast and passionate in the execution of his role, which is ever evolving. We are lucky to 
have someone so committed to the work of our organisation with all your best interests at heart. 

Thank you too to every street member who takes the time to work cooperatively within their 
neighbourhood, to get to know each other, to follow our guidelines for keeping safe and being vigilant 
to ensure the safety and security of your neighbours. 

Finally, congratulations for reading to the end of the newsletters! I love getting your feedback. Merry 
Christmas to you all! Take care, have fun, and spare a thought for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Best wishes, 

 

Glenys Della Bosca  

Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our sponsors, community partners and supporters: - 



 

 

      

        

           

         

    

  

 

 

 


