
  

  

As the Christmas tree goes up, letters to Santa are written, plans for holidays are made, finishing up 

those year-end projects whether they be at home or in the office, we sometimes forget to keep our 

safety and preparedness hats on as we rush around madly at this time of the year.   

Tis the season for opportunistic crime, so be mindful with property and vehicle security.  When the 

big day comes, remember to store your empty boxes from gifts out of sight whilst awaiting recycling.  

 Walking around your community, there may be somebody who would quite like your new bike, flat 

screen television, new laptop or cell phone. Forgetting to close a window when rushing out the door 

for a day with the family, maybe the perfect opportunity to relieve you of all these things. 

Offender/s have family and they too like to give presents but at no cost to themselves.  With the 

warmer weather approaching, it unfortunately also brings out some of our other nocturnal species of 

the criminal nature.   

Scammers will do anything to rip you off, so it's important to be aware of the different kinds of scams 

circulating - especially if you use email or a mobile phone. Learn how to identify scams, so you can 

protect yourself and others from harm. Be suspicious - any offer that sounds too good to be true 

probably is, so don't be fooled!   

One of the best ways to improve the security in your neighbourhood is to get the entire community 

involved. Set up a neighbourhood support group by contacting your neighbours and asking them to 

join.  

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support throughout the year. 

It’s been a busy year but I have enjoyed it and look forward to working with you next year.  

Wishing you and your families/whanau a very Merry Christmas and a Safe & Happy New Year. (Tips 

and hints follow) 

Wendy  southtaranaki.nsg@outlook.co.nz 

Together we do make a difference and we are providing a “Safer Community Together” 
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I LIKE HOUSES THAT: 

People can’t see what I’m doing from the street. Trees or 

shrubs may block their view but not mine.  I can be male 

or female, young or old. 

 I like houses where it looks like no one is home, lights 

aren’t on at night, and curtains may be drawn during the 

day, mail and newspapers left to accumulate. 

 I like houses where a window or door is left open or 

unsecured 

 I like houses where items of value are left outside 

overnight, like a bike. 

 I like houses where garage doors are open and I can see 

your car isn’t there and something valuable is inside, like 

a lawnmower or tools. 

 I like houses where I noticed the Caravan/motor home is 

missing from the property and it’s normally there. 

 I like houses where gates that are normally left wide 

open are now closed and locked 

 I like houses that have alleyways running beside them or 

back onto parks and reserves. 

 I like houses that I have been to before, I know the layout, 

what’s in them and how to get in and out unnoticed and 

fast. 

 I like to go back to houses I have burgled once, it’s likely 

I’ll try again when valuable items have been replaced. 

 

PROTECTING YOUR VEHICLE    

‘theft ex car’  

is theft of property from a vehicle such as wheels, stereos, and personal items. 

 Don’t hide a spare key on the car 

 Always lock your car even parked in your locked garage. 

 Don’t leave items on display 

 Keep valuables (money, phone, Cheque, credit cards) on you – NOT in the glove box or under a seat 

 Keep bags, luggage, coats etc locked out of sight in the boot 

 Keep a record of car stereo serial numbers 

 
Police recover thousands of dollars of stolen property every year.  Unfortunately many items 

cannot be returned because owners do not record the serial numbers or mark the property. 

 

 



IDENTITY THEFT 

Identity theft occurs when a criminal uses another person’s personal information to take on the person’s 

identity. 

Following items can be used to assume someone else’s identity 

 Credit card, Driver’s License, Firearms License, Birth Certificate, Passport  

 Keep personal information secure 

 Restrict the number of people you share personal information with 

 Shred or burn bank and credit card statements 

 Put a lock on your letterbox 

 If providing personal information ask why it is needed, how it will be used and how it will be kept 

safe. 

 Never give out your credit cards details over the phone unless you have called them and know the 

person 

                                       GIVING A GOOD DESCRIPTION                                   

- This can help identify an offender which will enable the Police to apprehend the offender.  
Things to take note of: 

 Male or female 

 Age 

 Race                                                                            

 Height 

 Body Type 

 Hair cut 

 Hair colour 

 Clothing – headwear, tops, pants, footwear 

 Facial features – facial hair, eye colour, glasses, tattoos, jewellery 

 Vehicle – registration number, colour, make, model was it damaged or rusty, did it have writing on it, which 
way did it go 

 Were they carrying anything ( a weapon) 

 If you heard them speak, did they have an accent or speech impediment? What did they say  

 Date and time of observation 

                       

 


