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Celebrating 25 years since official incorporation on 3 July 1995 

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua 

Supported By: 

Welcome Back From Lockdown 

Not many people saw the Covid-19 Lockdown coming and things changed very quickly. The office was closed once in       

Lockdown and Richard & Bruce operated throughout from their individual homes. The committee still met by Zoom.  

Following an initial email to Street/Group Contacts a letter was also sent to those Contacts without email. Each Monday the 

email was sent to Contacts with information to pass on, as they wish, to their members. The email included the regular       

summary of residential burglaries over the previous week. As staff were unable to attend Police briefings during this period 

we were unable to notify Groups when an offence occurred in their area as quickly or as detailed as we would have prior to 

Lockdown. Richard contacted as many non-Email Contacts by telephone who answer the number recorded in the database. 

The office reopened on Monday 15 June and staff have now been able to attend Police briefings regarding crime and other 

concerns, with notifications sent out to affected Contacts so they can notify members. 

What did we learn from Lockdown? Groups with an email contact were able to receive communication faster than non-email 

Groups. Group details still needed updating, thanks to all those Groups who sent in their updated details. We also heard that 

many Groups checked on their members welfare by phone and helped where they could. 

Above all where Groups were already in place they were very successful helping members get though the Lockdown.        

Encourage your friends, who are not already in a Group, to join one or get one established in their area. 

AGM 

1.00 pm Sunday 26 July 2020 

Rotorua Bowling Club, Government Gardens 

All members are invited to the AGM where the reports for the year 1 April 2019—31 March 2020 will be presented. 

Also the Management Committee is elected at this meeting. Please nominate those people you wish to be elected to the Committee by 

completing the Nomination Form, either by downloading from our website or calling the office to have one sent out.  All Nominations 

must be in the office no later than 11.30 am Thursday 23 July. Nominations from the floor will only be called if there are insufficient 

numbers to fill the committee’s 6-10 positions. All successful nominees need to pass a Police vetting. 

Guest Speaker:  Inspector Phil Gillbanks, BOP District Manager of Youth, Community & Family Harm will be speaking on: 

“How NS and the Police can improve their relationship to reduce crime in their area” 

Afternoon tea will be served after the meeting 



Celebrating 25 Years  As An Incorporated Organisation 
On 3 July 2020 was the 25th anniversary of the incorporation of Neighbourhood Support 

Rotorua Incorporated. Due to the Covid-19 Lockdown our plans of holding a celebration 

were unable to be held. Here is a brief history of our organisation. 

 

Prior to the incorporation date there was the Police lead Neighbourhood Watch and a     

number of members remember those days. In the late 1980’s, early 1990’s                  

Neighbourhood Watch fell out of favour and Neighbourhood Support was established 

which had community leadership. 

In Rotorua there were some Neighbourhood Watch Groups established but a significant stimulant to the establishment of a 

community lead initiative occurred in April 1984 when a woman was raped in her Lynmore home. Following this there were grave   

concern regards the safety of members of the community. Jenny Dowthwaite took the initiative to help bring the Lynmore community 

together to improve the safety of its members. At the same time a similar initiative occurred in Tihiotonga. A phrase/slogan which 

was used in this period was: “Crime can’t exist in a community that cares”. Support started to come from government and members of 

the Police to establish a community lead initiative. 

With encouragement of Sergeant Bryan McFadyen of the Rotorua Police a gathering of both groups and other interested parties was  
organised. This resulted in the establishment of a group in November 1994 to organise the official establishment of Neighbourhood    
Support Rotorua Incorporated. Neighbourhood Support Rotorua was officially was recognised by registration with the Incorporated    
Societies Office on 3 July 1995. 

The initial committee consisted of Chair: Jenny Dowthwaite, Secretary/Treasurer: Jim Tavendale and members Sergeant Bryan McFadden, 
Pauline Brown, Gerald van der Beer, Dan Arrowsmith and Joy Gordon. Of note is that Pauline stayed on the Committee until 2019. This 
committee obtained funding to employ a Co-ordinator and in August 1995, Jan Owen was appointed. Jan started with 48 Groups and by 
the time she stepped down in 2003 there were 439 Groups covering 6,667 households. 

Jan was followed by Barrie Fenton until 2012 when Bruce Quedley took up the position. In 2019 Bruce handed over to Richard Perkins. As 
of the middle of June 2020 there are 634 Groups covering 9,670 households. 

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua has developed into what it is today on the legacy of hard work obythe staff, committee members,       
volunteers, Police personnel and members each year. Nearly every year the Committee is faced with the need to seek funding to stay 
afloat, something noted in 1996 when the Chair Jenny Dowthwaite’s AGM Report noted: 

The continued operation of our services will be dependent on the energy and imagination of our new committee and the good will of    
potential fund providers. 

This is still true today and following on from the downturn of the economy due to Covid-19 Lockdown, funding is still priority number one 
and even more so in the years to come. 

Our thanks go to all previous staff, committee, volunteers, members and Police who helped establish an organisation which has           
influenced Neighbourhood Support not only in Rotorua but throughout New Zealand. 

Why Nominate Someone For The Committee? 

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua is a member of Neighbourhood Support New Zealand, an Incorporated Society, and registered with 

Charity Services. As such there is a requirement to oversee the running of the organisation, the sourcing of funding and the expenditure 

of funds received are in line with budgets, aims and objectives. The staff, Richard & Bruce, undertake the day to day running of the       

organisation and report monthly to the committee. 

Monthly meetings are held, with the exception of January.  Timing of them is established to suit the members of the committee and are 

normally held in the Community Meeting Room at the Rotorua Police Station. 

Without a committee the organisation cannot meet the requirements of Charities Service and the rules of the organisation. So to         

nominate someone there is a need to ensure those nominated have skills that can contribute to the running of the organisation such as,    

previous committee experience, or have specific knowledge such as, fund raising, financial oversight, etc. Above all they must be team 

players and able to work with other committee members and the staff. 

In the coming months, and years, with an economy in recovery, it is essential to have a strong committee committed to ensuring that 

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua continues to build on the legacy of the first 25 years undertaken by dedicated and passionate members. 

The executive positions of Chair, Treasurer and Secretary are elected at the first meeting of a newly elected committee. 

If you have the skills or know of someone with them please get their nomination in before the deadline of 11.30 Thursday 23 July. Please 

note all successful nominees need to pass Police vetting. 


